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N thoſe crirical ind awefat Times, Ka Ft Je, Evi 
ſpreading over this Iſland, of- a. novel, and! dangerqus,/Ten-, 
dency—when the 'Remnanrs of old , Opprefſion, .. avd new, 
Principlzs which tend to Anarchy , are ſtruggling for. Vicory,, 
and which in the Collifion' may produce the Ruin of Religion 
—when a moral Earthquake ſhakes all Europe, Iifelt no ſmall, 
Aftition, 'and Alarm, upon receiving the ſuperior ;Command. 
of rhe Head 6f the Church,' ro/ preſide over. the Catholics ef 
theſe united Dioceſſes, upon the Death .vf your moft vene- 
rable, and ever to be regretted Pre!ate, your late Biſhop. XY 

In the Midſt 'of theſe Fears: and Alarms, ,it was a great, 
Conſolation 'to me, to be aflured: of - the .Piety, Zeal, and 
Loyalty of the Clergy, under 'my Spiritual Care; and: that, 
rheir Exertions were contlaiitly eniploy ed to keep, the” Laity 
within the Bounds of Religion, Mordlity and, Decorum. 
That no Part of Treland was'more- exempt. from Turbulence, 
and Inſubordination to the -Laws, than this Niftric ; and, 
that the Memory of the legal Injuſtices and /Cruelties formerly 
praftiſed- in this Country,” by | Men, who,/ made Religious, 
DiſtinAions'a Stalking Horſe for Policical, Porpoſcs,. is come 
| BR, ang yorpty's gta L TINS or noe: 
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ft is pp6n1yob,] yery- reverend, an. dearly beloved Bre- 
thren, that, ufider-God, -my Reliance..is,, that rhe. Catholic 
Faith will produce its happy EffeRs, in mendiag and im- 
proving the Morals of the” Flock, which I commit to your 
Care, reſpeRtively, Let me beſcech you, to attach. your- 
ſelves to- them, by frequently iaftrutting and exhorting ghem, 
eſpecially as often as you' approach the Sacred Altar ;}and 
certainly you cannot fail to attach thein to you, by ſuch a 
pious, exemplary, and zealoss/ Condut. Do not permit. 
yourſelves tov be made the Inſtruments of the Rich of this 
World, whe wilt try, by Adulations. z and poſhbly” by” other 
Means, to make Inſtruments of you;'over the Poor,*for their 
own [Temporal Purpoſes, and perhaps to render your Sacred 
Miniſtry odious to them. | 'The Poor were always your 
Friends—they, inflexibly adhered to: you, and to their Re- 
ligion, even in the worſt of Times. They ſhared theis 
ſcanry Meal with you,” and with your Predeceflors;; and. 
- thereby mpndoY Succeſſion of Spiritual Paſtors throughout. 

the Kingdom. If 'they had acted otherwiſe, conformed to 
the Errors of: the Nation, and imitated the Conduct of the 
Rich, who not ouly ſhut their Doors againſt you; but not 
unfrequently: hunted you like wild Beaſts, I ſhouvld not be 
able to addreſs the preſent reſpeRtable Body of Clergy, under 
my Spiritual Authority, Such a Conſideration caunot fail to 
enliven your Zeal, and with affectionate Attachment towards. 
them, to impel you 'to inftrut them in their Duttes,, to re- 
{train their Errors, and to corre «their Vices —4rgue: 'obſe- 
cra Increpa, In omni Patientiay & De&rina,—Upon all proper. 
Occaſions, i/eak- to them the Wards of eternal Life, without 
Fear, or Deference, towards the' Enemies of our Holy Faith. 
The Pattor, who: doth not act in this Manner, towards his 
Flock, -hath loſt the Grace of his  Vocation, or perhaps he 
never received it from-God. - He is the mercenary. Shepherd, 
deſcribed in the/ Seripture, who, upon feeing the Wolt, runs 
away, and abandons his Flock; -an, caſy Prey to, him., - 
© At the fame Time that I charge you to axoid, all Political 
Interferences, as-unworthy the Miniſters of him, Ruhoſe King- 


dom is nat of this World, 1 call upon you to ſtand 6 arm againſt 
all 
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all Attempts, whick may be AP ur:der various Pretexts, 


tw withdraw any of-your''Fiock from the Beiief and + Practice, 


of the Catholic Religion. 'Rembnfrate with. any Parent, 


who 'will be fo' criminal as to expoſe his Offspring to thoſe 


Places of Education, where his. Religious Faith or Morals are 
hkrly to be perverrted., Tf he will not attend to your Re- 
monſtrances, refuſe him the Participation; of Chriſt's Body-: 


1f he till ſhould continne obfſtinate,. denounce him to the 


Church, in order that, according to -Chrilt's Commandment, 
| al Be confidered as a Heathen and Publicans \ 

Tf, in any of your: Difrias, the Catholic, ME ljtary oa 
quent Proteſtant Places of Worſhip, it is your Nuty to ex- 
poſtulate with them, and. ro teach them how. contrary. to the 
Principles of the Catholic Faith it is, .exteriorly to profeſs 
one Faith,” and interiorly. to. believe another,, 'Ihat ſuch 
HTvpoerity, even in the Eyes of the World,'is mean and pu- 
AHlianimous, as well as odious and abominable in the Sight of 
God.  ''hat the military Garb they (wear, implies a manly 
Candour,” tliat abhors ſuch  Duplicity, That this manly; 
Candour is peculiarly the CharaQer of an Iriſh Soldier, who 
£ught not to be aſhamed 'of- openly ,profeſſing, the Catholic 


Religion—thbe Refrgron' of | [r;fhmen. Inſtruct them, that in 


il Matters regarding! the Service of the King, their Officers 
are competent ' to. command rhem, and that they are bound 
to-obey :* but in Matters-regarding the Service of the King 
of Kings, their Officers have no Authority over.them,  Theic 
Perſonal Religion is their own natural, uncontroulable, im- 
preſcriptible Right, ſubjet to the Spirituah, Authority of the 
Cathohc Church, ' and in which the Laws, of the Land cannot 
enjoy a coercive. Authority, - In all Temporal. Matters, they 
_ are ſubject co thertt/ Temporal Rulers. Ja all Spiritual Matters, 
they are ſubzeR to- theiw Spiritual Rulers. Theſe two Au- 
thorities, like paralle} Lines in. Mathematics, can never touch 
each other. By 'the ſmalleſt Declination,,; they loſe even 
their Names. Guard-them from being deluded by the hacky 
nied/ Phraſe of Liberality ofs Sentiment, Surely Liberalit 
of 'Sentiment does nat: conlilt in holding all Creeds, and al 
Forms of Worſhip, to. M equal ! fa: who thus expreſſes 
| himſelf 


[ 4 3 
himſelf, is a Latitudenarjanj who defpiſes 'all - Creeds-a]l 
Forms of Worſhip! ! /The Man af trne Lihefal: ty, is he, who 
ccnſcientiouſly believes, and ſcrupulouſly follows, that Creed, 
and Form of Worſhip, whick is ccnformable:to his Conſcience, 
"ey lives in Charity—iv Concord—in Amity, with all others, 
cf e.cry Re.1 tous Perſuaſion. The Man of true Liberality, 
is he, who employ s his Conſcience as the Helm with which 
he ſteers, in his Religious Voyage, leaving others to keer 
theirs by a fimilar Guide, The Man. of tive Literality, 
is ke, with who' a Difference in religious Opinions, 
makes no Difference in Social Life—living in equal Harmony 
with all, and ſrequently beſtowing more Kindneſs, and more 
Bounty, upon thoſe who differ from him in Religious Opi- 
nions, when they want 1t more, than upon thoſe of his own 
Communion. 'The Man of true Liberality, is he, who, when 
rai:id above the Reſt, to govern a great People, ſcorns to 
aticnd to the palty Diſtintions of Sect or Pabet—fp urns from 
his Preſence thoſe intereſted Adviſers of a dangeruus, Fation, 
who weul!d &fhoncur him, and abuſe the Sacred Name of 
Mijeſty, to enrich themſelves; but, like a true Patriot, 
raiſes to Power- and Irfiuence, thoſe wkom, in his Con- 
ſcience, he thinks of moſt Ability and Integrity, to. ſerve 
King and Country, To ſum up the whole, the truly liberal 
Man, is he, who mokes his Religion the Guide for his own 
perſoral and private ConduR, and not a Rule to guide—ry 
govern—or to compel others to act againit their COnIeIEncts 
and their Religion, | | 
The many compulſory Means lately employed and rutorel 
Inſtances of them within this very Dioceſe, not many Days 
ſince), to erive ihe Catholic Military to Protefiant Places of 
Worſhip, alarmed the zrae Friends to the King and his Ser- 
vice, and every'Well-wiſher to the Peace and Quiet of the 
Country. Such unworrantable Steps could not. make Pro- 
Telytes of the Catholic Military—it might, in Time, make 
them indifferent to all Forms of Worſhip, and thereby Jas 
cobinize them vpon the French Scale, and perhaps in the Hour 
of Danger, induce them to forget their Duty, aud their 
Loyalty, in order to be rev erged cf their Perſecutors, 


Oh, 


FE 


Oh, how different are the Principles of a'Catholie Soldier, 
educated in the Belicf, and living in the full Exerciſe of his 
Religion! He clearly convinces his Country men, that mi- 
Jiary Valcur is not irconſiſtent with Religious Piety3 bur 
that, on the contrary, they are natural Allies. That, when 
called to proteR and defend his Country, he is fearleſs, /and 
iacrepid, in. the Midſt of Danger : His Boſom glowing with 
this Confideration, that his Death upon his Poſt, proniotes 
him to a ſuperior Poſt, in Eternity, The Unbeliever,' who 
ſees nothing beyond the Grave, more naturally ſhrinks from 
the Danger of his Diſſolution; or, if -he ſeems” to aſſume 
Courage, it is either the brutal Inſenfibility of his Temper, 
er an artificial Maſk, which he puts on, to ſcreen him from 
the Contempt which 1s ſure to follow Cowardice. But 'the 
Courage and Intrepidity of a true Catholic, in the Difcharge 
of his Duty, is a calm heroic Intrepidity, which ſees the 
Danger in his,Road, but ſees Immortality beyond it, He 
marches courageouſly on, ſure that if he falls, it is to rife 
again beyond the Grave, But when the Unbveliever ſees the 
Danger, he ſees nothing beyond it ; and thinks, that" if 'he 
falls, that Mioment puts a final, and a fatal Period, to all his 
Schemes of Ambiticn—of Fortune—-and Pleaſure, and that 
he ſinks into eternal Night—never—never to riſe again. 
Surely ſuch an impious Idea is capable of tranſmating even. a 
paturatly brave Man, into a cowardly Slave. Let me ſay 
all, in one Sentence; "Thoſe Sentiments of Intrepidity—of 
Fidelity—ot Honour, which high Birth, and poliſhed Edu- 
cation, impreſs. upon thoſe of an elevated Sphere in Life, 
cannot be ſuperior to the Sentiments of Fidelity, cf Courage, 
and of Honor, which the Catholic Religion, if fincerely be- 
liered, and proufly pratiiſed, would inſpire into the: loweſt in 
the Rarks; and who, if his Duty calls him, would” ſhew a 
Courage, and Intrepidity equal to Alexander and Czfar ; *and 
as unſullied Loyalty and Integrity as thoſe | Stateſmen 'and 
Generals who regulate Kingdoms, or who defend them. 

In all your Proceedings, very reverend and dearly heloved 
Brethren, avoid intermixing the Politics of the World, with 
the ſublime and heavenly -Maxims of the Catholic Oe 

ty _ they 


they, have,not the [malleft Connetion with each other. The 
one 1s Spiritual—the other 1s Temporal : the one regards the 
tranſtoty Afﬀairs of this World —the other the eternal Afiirs 
_ of the World. to come. ,, As the-Catholic Faith is a R-ligion 
preached to'all Nations, . and.to all People, fo it is ſuitable to 
all .Climes,. and all Forms of Government —Monarclyes or 
Republics—Ariſtocracies or Democracies. . Deſpotic or Po- 
pular. Governments are, uot. the Concerns of the Catholic 
Faith, It may well: fuit a, ſmal}. Se to regulate its Creed, 

and Form. of Worſhip, . according to the Snape and Form of 
Government, of the Jimited Boundaries where, that SeQ@ aroſe, 
exiſts,, and dies away. Not ſo.the Religion, which the Pro- 
phet foretold ſhould extend from the Riſing to the Set ting Suns 
whieh has been propagated and promulged from Peru to China, 
from'the Eaſt. to the Weſt Indies, from Pole to. Pole—teach- 
ing the. ſame DoQrine—adminiftering the ſame Sacraments, 
and offer: ng, up dhe adorable Sacrifice, of , the Redeemer, 
where\ ef Man 1s found; and God adored. IC: 15 therefore 
called the Cathelic, 'or Univerſal Religion. , It may well ſuir 
the Laity';of your reſpeRive Pillricts, to purſue their Tem- 
poral Concerns, and their Temporal Politics, by fuch Ways as 
appear to them fair, .peaceable, and loyal ; and their paſt 
Congdyt1s.a Proof that they are incapable of purſuing them 
by 2ny other Means. If their Condut has always been loyal 
and peaceable, even in the worſt of Times—if, even when 
Religious Peraltics mace them total Strangers in their nativs 
Land—if; when the ruting Party, with. Tnſolence i in theif 
Locks, and Oppreffion in their Hands, ground them down=+ 
when ſome of the moſt powerful Men-in the Nation declared 
3a. the. Senate, that: they. hoped to fee the Day when no 
Catholic would dare,to ſpe2K to a Proteſtant with his Hat on-— 
when, even the Courſe of Juſtice was perverted, and the 
Channels. of it dried, up, according to the Prejudices and 
party Views of the Judges who fat upon the Bench, and were 
paid ſor the impartial, Adminiftration of it, by "Taxes levied 
bpen/ the opprefled Sufferers—yet, even in theſe provoking 
'Fimes, if the Body of Catholics remained inflexibly attached 


ty their R=ligion,. and to their King, what have you to dread 
from 


% 
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from gy ee eedings, when hor oily the Jud FTW equi» 
table and humane, but alſo a great Part of theſe iinpolitic 
Religious Penalties are removed, and the Reft of them in-ſuch 
a State of Progreſs to he totally removed : That however 
a Junro, for their own interelted, or other ftniſter Views, 
may raiſe Mohs to try to throw Obſtacles againſt the total 
Repeal of them, yet all their, Eforts mult be uſeleſs ?=—The 
vait Rock 1s already detached from the Mountain's Brow, 
and whoever oppoſes its Deſcent” and Removal, muſt be/ 
cruſhed by .his own raſh Endeavours, © The Popery Laws are: 
upon the Eve of being extinguiſhed for ever;'and may no 
wicked Hand ever again atteihpt 'to' divide. this Land, by. 
making Relio1ons DittizQions a Mak, t to divide—to: difturi 
— oppreſs | it, e 

Make your Flock ſenſible to the Honor of vetng actounted 
Members of the Catholic Communion—thar they are” not 
Members of a ſwall Se, limited to that Country witgce the 
Se itſelf was formed. They are Members of a'great Church; 
which has laſted more than 17500 Years—-which flouriſhed in 
cvery Part of the habitable Wortd—Is omnem terram extvit 


onus edtun, & infines arbis terre verba eorum—and that Chritt 


has promiſed that it will flouriſh untit Time ſhallbe no more. 
Uſnuz ad conſurmationem Seculi—Porte inferi non prevalebunt al 
werſus ean, "That, comſequentiy, they - JMould not be aſhamed 
to belong to a Religion, which ſo many Kings and Princes — 
ſo many of the moit poliſhed and learned Nations cf the 
World, glory in profeſſing. | 
Remind them, that two Centuries of Perfecurion have 


_ tried, 1n vain, to pervert them : "That the Annals of the 


Church—the Hiſtory of Mankind, does not aford another 
Example hike theirs of Perſeverance in their Religious Pri. 
ciples, 'That we find, in the Hifiory of every other Nation, 
or People, that a much ſhorter Time was ſufficient, by Penal 
Reitrictions of Religion, to gain over the Pcople to the Re- 
Jig:on of the Stafe ; but that two Centuries of ;erſecuting 
I.aws—immenſe Sums of Money givea by Parjiament to gat 
over Proſelytes, and levied upon thoſe very People, whoſe 
Creeds they thereby endeavoured to purchaſe, left. fil] the 

great 
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great Body of the Nation faithful tn that Spark which Sr, 
Patrick lighted at the great Altar of the Catholic Church, 
and ſpread over this Ifland ; and that Nine-tenths of the 


. Nation at large, and Ninety-nine Hundredths of this Dioceſe, 
_ are ftill fairhful and ſteady Catholics, notwithſtanding whar 
they and their Anceſtors ſuffered for their Fidelity; and for 


which they are as unrivalled in the Hiltory of the Church, 
as infulated an Exception to the prevaricating Verſatility 
of Man, as, the geographical Situation of the Illand itſelf is - 
to the Reſt of the World. - | 

That Portion of the Catholics of Ireland, which God has 
committed to my Spiritual Care, I call upon you, very re- 
vyerend and dearly beloved Brethren, as my Coadjutors and 


 Affiſtants, to aid me, by Word, and by Example, to inſtruc, 


and to feed, with the Word of Salvation, and with the Brea 

Angels. It is a laborious, but it is alſo a meritorious, and 
an honourable Employment. It forms the ſtrongeſt Bulwark 
to the State, by being the beſt Supplement to the Laws; 
which; without Morals, are vain. A faithful Diſcharge of 
thefe Duties, will form our Crown, and our Glory, when, 


at the laſt Day, the Supreme Paſtor will come to judge Us, 


and to judge the World, 


F I N18, 


